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SUSPENSION OF ACTION 



A reference relevant to the examination of this application may soon become available. 
Ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF 6 MONTHS from the date of this 
letter. Upon expiration of the period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the 
status of the application. 

A US application corresponding to WO 99/67228 has just been allowed. Because the 
WO'228 bears relevant subject matter (but has a late pubHcation date), it cannot be prior art. 
However, its US equivalent could be a relevant prior art under 35 USC 102(e). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamthom N. Truong whose telephone number is 703-305-4485. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-5:00) & every Saturday morning (starting 
from 4-7-03). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mukimd Shah can be reached on 703-308-4716. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-4556 for regular 
communications and 703-308-4556 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this apphcation or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1235. 
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